2026-27 Nevada Math Competition Team Development Program

The focus of Nevada Math's Competition Team Development Program (CTDP) is to provide an
opportunity for students who reside in the Reno/Sparks area to participate as part of a regional
math team. Participants are expected to do their best work, support their teammates, and
contribute to a strong and cohesive team.

Students who regularly demonstrate they are ready to be a productive team member will be
invited to represent northern Nevada in the American Regions Mathematics League (ARML)
team competition on June 4-5, 2027. Please note that being part of CTDP does not guarantee a
spot on the ARML team.

Students will be given a timeline for accepting their position on the ARML Team. Once
accepted, they are expected to participate. Students who are selected, commit to the team,
and then cancel for reasons other than illness or family emergencies will not be considered for
the team in the following year.

STEPS TO JOINING CTDP:
e Review this information packet and contact Angela (angela@nnvmath.org) or Scott
(scott@nnvmath.org) for any questions.

e Submit completed application by September 30.
e Register and pay for the CTDP program on www.MyNNVMath.org by September 30.

CTDP MEMBERS SHOULD STRIVE TO:
e Complete 5 volunteer hours that promote the mission of Nevada Math (may be
completed by CTDP member or CTDP member’s family).

e Attend practice as a good teammate and with a good attitude.

e Complete and turn in homework when assigned.

e Read and respond to CTDP communication in a timely manner.

e Show effort, listen to coaches, and study solutions after practice.

e Gain math competition experience by participating in at least 3 MathRocks! contest or 3
non-local math competitions (i.e. not at your school and not offered by Nevada Math).

e Take the AMC at your current grade level or higher (does not count toward math
competition requirements above).

e Attend ARML Local, in late April 2027 (specific dates TBD).

PRACTICE FORMAT

We offer 2 practice times: 1:00-3:00pm and 3:30-5:30pm on Sundays. Members only need to
attend one of the sessions. Practices are held at 1005 Terminal Way, Ste 246, Reno NV 89502.
We typically hold 3-4 practices per month with 1 Sunday off. Please note practices may be

cancelled due to weather or as situations warrant.
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Practice will consist of a combination of the following activities:
e ARML or similar level individual questions
e Team rounds, in which teammates solve the problems as a group
e Specific lessons on a variety of competition math topics
e Explanations of problem approaches to the class
e Homework review

This approach requires members to have the skillsets (number theory, geometry, algebra,
probability...etc.) needed to approach this level of problems. As with any competition skill,
practice is required to develop mastery, and so homework will sometimes be assigned to
provide structured opportunities to hone these skills.

COMPETITION TEAM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FEES

The full fee for this program is $550. Families may choose one of the payment options below:
e Pay for the full year by September 30: $495 (10% discount)
e Pay by semester, $275 due by September 30 and $275 due by January 31.

Families experiencing financial hardship may apply to reduce their program fee to $250 by
completing 30 volunteer hours (510 reduction per hour). Please email Angela
(angela@nnvmath.org) for more details.

Please note:
e Fee balance must be paid by semester deadline (September 30 for fall and January 31
for spring) for the student to continue with CTDP.
e |If selected to attend ARML, there is an additional $100 ARML participation fee to help
cover team activities, meals, and team t-shirts.

e Students who change their minds and leave the program will not be given a refund.
e Students removed from CTDP due to student behavior will not be given a refund.

e Students removed from CTDP due to parent behavior will not be given a refund.

VOLUNTEER HOUR OPPORTUNITIES

CTDP members' volunteer hours need to have a positive impact on the local math culture.
Below is a list of ideas, but it is not exhaustive. We welcome new ideas but please share them
with us before committing your time and energy.

e Parents:

o Proctor at MathRocks! Contests and/or ARML Local in April 2027 (date TBD)

o Chaperone ARML weekend in June 2027 (daytime and overnight shifts available)
e CTDP Members:
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o Apply to help students in grades 1-5 grow their competition math skills
o Teach a competition math class or workshop
e Both Parents and CTDP Members:
o Assist Nevada Math fundraisers and special events
o Help with administrative tasks around the office

ATTENDING ARML

Student attendance at practices and homework will be tracked along with contest participation.
We evaluate homework based on student effort, not on correctness. The more commitment we
see, the better; team commitment plays a major role in ARML team selection and assignment

We understand that CTDP members have complex lives. Students who have conflicts due to
sports or school activities should communicate these conflicts via email (angela@nnvmath.org
or scott@nnvmath.org) as soon as possible. Please also communicate ilinesses and emergencies
with us - students who are ill should not come to practice. It is our expectation that students
will take the lead in communicating with us, though we understand that exceptions may occur.

Repeated student absences without advance notification will jeopardize ARML attendance.

It is important to note that while ability matters when we are selecting ARML teams, it is not
viewed in a vacuum. This is a Competition Team Development Program. To be a part of a team
means a willingness to work with others, share your knowledge, learn from your teammates, be
nice to your teammates and coaches, show good judgement, and demonstrate an interest in
learning more math by making the effort and staying on task.

Our expectation of all program members is that they build each other up.

Additionally, because of the age range involved, maturity level is considered when determining

our ARML team. An applicant may be mature for their age but not a good fit for the team at this
point. We want the experience to be a good one for all involved and that means some students

who are intellectually ready may need to wait a year or two to be socially ready.

Assuming ARML is at UNR in 2027, we will meet as a team during the afternoon on Friday, June
4, and students will return home on Saturday, June 5 evening. Members who will be arriving
late/leaving early should communicate with the coaches in advance.

Page 30of 3



